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MOSCOW, April 2—Lithuania’s 

president and parliament took steps 

. today that seemed aimed at easing 
tensions with Moscow over Lithu- 
ania’s effort to secede from the So- 
viet Union. 

President Vytautas Landsbergis 
said today that while it is “both le- 
gally and morally” impossible to re- 
peal the republic’s March 11 dec- 
laration of independence, he and the 
parliament had always intended that 
such a transfer of power would be 
“gradual.” 

The Lithuanian parliament, 
meanwhile, sent Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev a conciliatory 
telegram supporting his reform pro- 
grams and appealing for negotia- 
tions “at any level,” though it re- 
fused to annul the declaration of 
independence. 

In a harshly worded statement 
Saturday, Gorbachev had warned 
Lithuanians that unless they re- 
pealed the declaration of indepen- 
dence there would be no negotia- 
tions but rather “grave conse- 
quences for all of us.” Soviet troops 
are stationed in many Communist 
Party buildings throughout the re- 

“public, including the printing 
“presses. 

Speaking of the declaration, 
'Landsbergis told parliament, “It is 
possible that it may seem to some 
people that this [declaration] 
amounted to a demand that power 
be handed over to us on the very 
next day. We did not expect this and 
we did not count on it. We said in 
our statements what stages we had 
in mind and how by means of agree- 
ments and a gradual takover of cer- 
tain functions we would consolidate 
independence.” , 

The statement by the presidium 
of Lithuania’s parliament was full of 
language clearly designed to appeal 
to Gorbachey on both a moral and 
political level, , 

“The leadership of [the parlia- 
ment} would like to assure you that 
Lithuania by no means intends to 
harm the Soviet Union and your 
policy of reforms,” it said. ry peo- 
ple of Lithuania watched with de- 
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The statement argued that it was 
Gorbachev’s own denunciation of 
the crimes of the Stalin era that led 
them “to the conclusion that the 
time had come to straighten out one 
of Stalin’s worst international 
crimes—the annexation of three 
independent Baltic states’ in 1940. 

It said that the Lithuanian people 
had “clearly demonstratead the de- 
sire of the Baltic people for a res- 
toration of Baltic independence in a 
peaceful and democratic manner.” 

The statement added, “We as- 
sure you that the representatives 
of Lithuania are ready to start the 
dialogue, negotiations and discus- 
sions on any level with the govern- 
ment of the U.S.S.R. or its repre- 
sentatives at your convenience in 
order to discuss the problem of the 
legal status of Lithuania in relation 
to the Soviet constitution and in- 
ternational law.” s 

The Estonian legislature, which 
has tried to take a more conser- 
vative path toward tg indepen- 
dence than Lithuania, passed a 
resolution today in Tallinn saying, 
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pected to call for a five-year wait- 
ing period after a republic-wide 
referendum and then give the en- 
tire country the right to veto an 
individual republic’s bid to leave 
the union. 

The Estonians said that even to 
participate in the drafting of such a 
law would undermine their own 

: drive for independence. 

In Moscow, Lithuanian legisla- 

“tor Egidijus Bickauskas tried with- 
out success to set up meetings’ 
with Kremlin leaders, including 
Defense Minister Dmitri Yazov. 

‘Lithuania sent three more legis- 

“Jators tonight to Moscow in fur- 
ther attempts to establish talks. 

“Landsbergis has.said that while 
the parliament is not prepared to 
rescind the declaration of indepen-. - 

_ dence, it would discuss such mat- ` 
ters as the presence of Soviet — 

-troops on Lithuanian territory and 
Soviet economic interests. 

_ In parliament, some deputies 
who are members of the indepen- 
dent wing of the Communist Party 

_ recommended what they called a ~ 

“ more “realistic approach” and sùg- ` 

¿ gested they try to use their “es- 
tablished channels” in an attempt 

~ to set up a dialogue with Moscow. - 

«That discussion will continue 
Tuesday. 

© . The parliament’s statement said 

~ that Moscow’s military pressure 

i oe the republic was increasing. 

‘Some legislators said they have 

¥ become especially anxious since 
+ fot eign reporters were told to 
‘leave Lithuania last week, forcing 
the journalists to rely primarily on 
_information obtained by telephone. 

In Washington, the State De- 
| partment criticized Moscow’s de- 

« cision to expel Western journalists. 

Vy Landshergis also told the ses- 

4 sion that he Waa pted a pro- 
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« Vaclav Havel to hold possible fu- 
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